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Summary

• Physical Restoration – before and after photos

• Digitization of the records – online database

• Family Tree research – My China Roots

• Q & A



Cemetery - Background

• 11.5 acres, Waltham Park Road, Kingston

• Purchased 1904, developed with relief funds from 1907 earthquake

• Dedicated 1911, first burials in 1912

• Operated & maintained by CBA

• Cycles of neglect and restoration

• Urban decay in neighbouring areas

• Fell into neglect after 1970’s

• Major restoration effort led by Robert Lee:
• 2007-2008 Perimeter Walls (fundraising from 2002 by Fay Chang Allen)

• 2011+ Roadways and individual graves (fundraising by Joyce Wong)

• Donations from locals, Overseas Chinese Affairs Offices, and CBA



Before and After - Walls



Before and After - Entrance



After - Gate



Before and After – Roads



Before and After – Roads 2



Before and After – Rows and Plots now Visible



Before and After - Section 1



Aerial Photos – decipher Rows



Before and After – Walls and Access Control



Gah San (Ching Ming)



Before and After Tombs



Much more to be done…

List of graves needing repairs:-
http://bit.ly/need-repairs

http://bit.ly/need-repairs


Digitization and Indexing of the records - 2012

• Records kept by David Chang (who has handled enquiries for 25+ 
years) and Vincent J. Chang

• About 3,600 burials recorded

• Original records kept in Traditional Chinese, very few English names

• Sources:
• Ledger, arranged by surname

• Chronological Burial Log

• Charts (some made before headstones eroded or removed)



Ledger



Records
(pre ≈1955 reconstructed) 



Burial
Log
(1958 to 
present)



Charts – lots of information



Charts – confusing numbering system



Digitize, Transcribe, Translate, Index

• Scanned the records, numbered all the items

• Found translators (online)
• Handwritten

• Traditional script

• Abbreviations

• Dongguan sub-dialect of Hakka (丘 = Qiu, Yau, Hiu, Hugh/Hew/Hue)

• Distributed batches of 10 pages
• Independently transcribed by 2 different translators, into Excel

• Strict formatting

• Arbitrate discrepancies (achieved >99.7% accuracy)

• Resolved ambiguities and conflicts, e.g.
• No Section noted

• Rows miscounted - 2 people in same plot



Data collected

• Name
• Chinese characters

• Phonetic Hakka

• “Local” spelling

• English

• Maiden name, AKA

• Date of Death

• Age at Death

• Ancestral Village (even if born in Jamaica)

• Relatives

• Page/Item in Ledger, and Section/Row/Plot in Cemetery

• Photos of Grave/Headstone (2005-2014)

• Available from anywhere, 24/7

Hag5ga1



Online Database
• Google Drive

• Request Access, Setup

• Search by:
• English Surname
• Date of Death
• Age at Death

Please send us 
corrections and 
missing info



Overview Map



New Charts - 2014



New Aerials - 2014



Web Gallery (Charts, Photos)



Web Gallery (thumbnails)



Web Gallery (individual plots)



Ancestral Villages – close together



Web Gallery (Records & Reference Books)



Growing Interest in finding One’s Roots

Books and DVD’s
• Patrick Lee – Canadian Jamaican Chinese, Jamaican Chinese Worldwide

• Easton Lee – From Behind the Counter, Encounters, Heritage Call, …

• Tsung Tsin Assoc. of Toronto – Dongguan Hakka language primers

• Ray Chen – Shopkeepers

• Kerry Young – Pao, Gloria

• Jeanette Kong – Finding Samuel Lowe, Chiney Shop, Half

• Carol Wong – Letters to my Grandchildren

• Paula Madison – Finding Samuel Lowe

• Man Kwan Luo – Grandfather’s Story

• Sherwin Tony Chong – Son of Two Mothers

• Walton Look Lai, Trev Sue-A-Quan, Helen Atteck & others …
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4th Century AD

Invasions of the “Five Barbarians” from the north

To parts of Jiangxi, Henan, Zhejiang, Fujian 

2nd half 19th – 20th Century

Taiping Rebellion, Hakka-Punti Clan Wars

To Hong Kong, the Americas, southeast Asia, etc. 

2nd half 17th Century

Ming-Qing Cataclysm, Kangxi Coastal Clearance

To central & coastal Guangdong, Taiwan, 

Sichuan, Guangxi, Hunan

Late 12th – 13th Century

Fall Northern & Southern Song Dynasties, start

Yuan Dynasty

To northern/eastern Guangdong, southern Fujian

10th Century

Fall of the Tang Dynasty

To western Fujian, Jiangxi-Guangdong border

Five Historical Hakka Migration Waves



Fifth Hakka Migration Wave

19th - early 20th century, end of Qing Dynasty - start Republic of China
• Loss of the First Opium War in 1842 forced China to open ports to 

international trade and allow Chinese citizens to live and work abroad, 
creating context that facilitated the fifth migration wave. 

• While overpopulation, land shortage, poverty, natural disasters, and 
unemployment had worsened living conditions in Guangdong, two 
wars had a particularly negative impact on the Hakka:
– Taiping Rebellion (1851-1864):  

• Started by Hakka Chinese Christian fundamentalist Hong Xiuquan in the 
south, then spread north.

• Predominantly a Hakka uprising: fought against foreign influence, feudalism, 
corruption, and traditional concepts such as Confucianism and Buddhism.

• One of deadliest armed conflicts in world history: 20-30 million dead.

– Hakka-Punti Clan Wars (1855-1867):
• Following lifting of Kangxi’s Coastal Clearance, tensions between newly 

arrived coastal residents (Hakka) and returning locals (Punti/本地) built up 
over the centuries.

• Hundreds of thousands of Hakka perished, and countless Hakka were sold as 
“coolies” or left for overseas “voluntarily”, typically via Hong Kong. 



My China Roots

Huihan LIE, Founder & CEO of My China Roots 
Born and raised in the Netherlands and with 
parents from Indonesia. In 2004, having 
obtained his Law Degree, he studied Mandarin 
in Beijing, and worked consecutively at the 
Delegation of the European Union, a business 
strategy consultancy, and as Vice President at a 
global wind energy firm. In 2012, having traced 
his own roots, Huihan left his cushy expat career 
in order to follow his passion: He started My 
China Roots, which is based in Beijing and 
provides ancestry-related research and travel 
services for overseas Chinese.



Three Key Services

Tracing & Research: What is still there?
• We help locate your ancestral place, visit the area to conduct 

interviews, find traces such as family history books, clan temples, 
and ancestral graves, uncover stories about your ancestors, and 
connect with distant family members still in the area. 

Putting your roots in context: What was it really like? 
• With our staff of historians, anthropologists, and translators, we 

explain what your family history’s traces mean and what lies behind 
them. We provide interactive family webpages and hardcopy, in-
depth research reports, allowing you to travel in time and step into 
the shoes of your ancestors.

Travel: What does “feeling connected” really mean?
• We can design a tailored itinerary for you with trips to your 

ancestral place(s) and to general places of historic relevance for 
overseas Chinese, such as clan associations, harbors, and overseas 
Chinese museums. 



Clients & Media

The leading company in the field of Chinese genealogy, My China Roots has 
featured in the BBC, Financial Times, China Daily, Global Times, and the 

popular TV-show “Who Do You Think You Are?

Nicholas: 
“I can now 
appreciate my 
heritage and the 
struggles my 
forefathers went 
through for the life I 
am living”
“A highlight was 
meeting my 
grandfather’s cousin 
on Skype. My China 
Roots helped with 
translation”

Lesley: 
“My roots are 
somehow real now, 
they are part of me”
“a wonderful, 
personal journey 
that unfolded along 
with the search for 
my grandfather.” 
“found more 
answers than we 
would have ever 
found with a 
standard guide."

Adam: 
“A real, tangible 
connection to the 
past!
“impressed with 
the 
professionalism, 
scope of 
knowledge and 
sensitivity”
“discovery of our 
clan line going 
back over 2000 
years!"

Nio, S.G.: 
“I was skeptical
at first”
“our village’s 
jiapu was 
destroyed 
during the 
Cultural 
Revolution, but 
My China Roots 
found our jiapu, 
not in China, 
but in 
Singapore!”



Jiapu for Chin from Niu Fu
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Resources and Contact Info

• CBA Website: cbajamaica.com (including copies of presentation & handout)
• Newsletters, Events www.cbajamaica.com/newsletters__publications
• cbajamaica.com/gallery    (plots & reference books)
• cbajamaica.com/database    (instructions)
• cbajamaica.com/villages
• cbajamaica.com/reference Bibliography (CBA Library)
• cbajamaica.com/donations

• Email: cemeteryinfo@cbajamaica.com
• Information, help
• Request Restorations

• Jamaican Civil Registration records (Mormon website): 
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1538386

• My China Roots/Huihan Lie: www.MyChinaRoots.com ;  
info@MyChinaRoots.com

http://www.cbajamaica.com/newsletters__publications
mailto:cemeteryinfo@cbajamaica.com
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1538386
http://www.mychinaroots.com/
mailto:info@MyChinaRoots.com

